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tress, and how his last lady gaye him the same return ; but he thought, it was so empty, so absurd a turn, to a thing of that consequence, that he reproached himself with having talked so foolishly, and was ashamed to think how like one of these fops he had appeared to her, and how he had talked after the same senseless way, which he now looked upon to be the most empty, scandalous thing in the world.
When the two young rakes were gone, the lord, turning to the young gentleman that had refused them, complimented him upon his having given them so handsome an answer, and having run them both aground in one inquiry. My lord, said the gentleman, if my question run them aground, your lordship's question quite confounded them. Indeed, my lord, continued he, 'tis too much the notion now, especially among persons of quality, that 'tis below them to be religious. My lord said it was so indeed; but that he would fain ask such people, whether they thought St. Paul was a gentleman or no ? And whether he did not show as much good breeding and good manners, when he appeared before Agrippa, Festus, and the governor Sergius Paulus, as any nobleman in Britain could have done at the bar of the house of lords ? Upon this subject his lordship went on for half-an-hour, with a discourse so handsome, so to the purpose, and yet so serious, that it highly entertained the company; showing -how it became every man of quality to behave himself in subjection to the rules given him by his Maker, as it became every subject to honour his governor ; how piety and religion were the glory of a man of quality, and made nobility truly illustrious; that it was so far from being true, that religion was not suited to the life of a gentleman, that it was certain a man could not